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SClre-

wiment seemed
* for his energy
arship.  President
is not alene in hoping
r. ITilsman will often be
ahle {ur public duties. He

. 199 valuable a public serv-
i to be permanently re-
oved {rom Washinglon.

\Wa have gone a long way
the days when the Tar
asern oflices in the State
stment were positions of
dice os well as of diifi-

Wien President Xen-

perrurded Mr. Ilari-

0 broome the Assistant
oooo.ary, fhere was unover-
. wraisc of an admirable
o, woatment, and Mr. Harrl-
e a’s  sorvices counfirmed

. expociations. As  his

L cressor, Mr. Hilsman
L owed same ince-
.oo.onee and courage in an
these  qualities
hways been con-

the

- intciligence
e Slate Depart-
it Mr. tiilsman played an
seriant part in esizblishing
ke oxistence of the Russian
cisstlos in Cuba. Though not
sie of the Inper circle of
sers who worked closely
President Kennedy in
iot erisis, he was an essen-

member of that tightly

vl
i

:ait cnterprise. When Mr.
lzrriman became Mr. Rusk’s
coouty, his own appointment

s Assistant  Sccretary was
st inev. able and was
applauded.

. Hilsman, a graduate of

West ot wiliy an excechicnn
war record, was invuliersi
to the charge that he favored
weak policics in nceting the
Communist challenge.. No on
who knows him has

associated Mr. Iilsran it
weakness in anytbing. Bur his
scholarship and responsihility

also  prevented him  fiom
believing that mere tou

ness is a virtue. Strength
to be the servant of a wisc
policy, and withoui wisuom
he exercise of power could be
an invitation to disaster.
Those were the broad rules
which guided his conduct.

Not so long ago he bravaly
made a’ speech on China that
showed he was not willinz to
be the prisoner of ancient
prejudices. Mr. Hilsman was
always aware that as au As-
sistant Secretary he had the
power to define American
policy. He therefaore spoke to
the Commonwealth Club in San
Trancisco with a mixture of
caution and boldness. There
was a reaffirmation of cld
policies but there also was the
new note that the United
States shunned a permanent
antipathy to China and would
respond favorably to a peace-
ful change in Peking's pro-
gram.

It has been evident for
many years that no important
debate on China can take
place in the United States
unless people at the top in

Washington are rcady ‘o
assume certain risks. M=
Hilsman took those risks,

pointed to fresh paths, and
opened a debate that wil
continue long after he leaves
his present position.

A huge file in the State
Department records the

reactions to his Chinese
specen. Almost every paper
zine commented on
s respoanse 13

TFormiosa nou
speaen, . a few wradil
criies in America
tazir reseaumnent.

But the overwhelming reac-
tion, alike in this counury and
i Asla, supported Mr. Hiis-
man's effort to break through
old tabogs and to discuss
velztions with China in the
same responsible spirit that
maris the discussion of other
problems. Where he led, others
will be proud to follow, and
slowly a debate on China can
take place without an official
tumbling into automatic trou-
ble if he refuses to repeat
outmoded but Ilamiliar slo-
gans.

There has never been any

T |
Npréssca

validity in the campaign
which seeks to blame the
State Department for our

misfortunes in Viet Nam. Of
all the senior officials who
have grappled with these
problems, no one can surpass
Mr. Hilsman’s personzal
knowledge of guerrilla tactics
in times of actual warfare.
His criticism of political con-
ditions in Viet Nam and of.
military dispesitions in that
country have often been veri-
fied by later events. At all
times he has supported a firm
policy, seeing a Communist
victory in South Viet Nawm as
a major defeat for American
purposes throughout Southeast
Asia. :

President Johnson needs the
help of the people appointed
to the State Department by
President Kennedy. Our re-
gret at Mr. Hilsman’s depar-
ture must be tempered by the
hope that he is not beginning

a trend.
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